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REF: A. LENINGRAD 701, B. LENINGRAD 0003 

1. CONGENOPP WAS TOLD JULY 19 BE SVERDLIN'S CLOSE PRIEND, 

REFUSENIK MARK PEKKER, THAT VLADIMIR SVERDLIN WAS GRANTED 
EXIT PERMISSION LAST WEEK AND IS SCHEDULED TO 

DEPART LENINGRAD BY THE END OP THE MONTH. SVERDLIN HAS 
BEEN A REPUSENIK SINCE JUNE 1974 AND, AS ADDRESSEES WILL 
RECALL, WAS GIVEN A SUSPENDED SENTENCE THIS SPRING 
UNDER ARTICLE 218(1) OP THE RSFSR CODE POR POSSESSION OP 
A SUPPLY OP BULLETS. SENATOR METZENBAUM IS INTERESTED 
IN THIS CASE. 

2. EMILIA SOTNIKOVA, LENINGRAD EDITOR OF "JEWS IN THE 
U.S.S.R", DID NOT RECEIVE EXIT PERMISSION AS EXPECTED IN 

JUNE (REPTEL A) BUT SHE TOLD US JULY 20 THAT OVIR HAS NOW PRO- 
MISED HER THAT EXIT PERMISSION WOULD BE PORTHCOMING IN THE 
NEAR PUTURE. SOTNIKOVA BELIEVES THAT HER EXIT 
PERMISSION HAS BEEN DELAYED TO ALLOW POR COMPLETION OP THAT 
PART OF THE LOCAL INVESTIGATION INTO UNOPPICIAL PUBLI- 
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CATIONS IN WHICH SHE IS INVOLVED. 

3. POR THE RECORD, OVCHINNIKOV NEVER GOT HIS HOPED-POR 
PERMISSION TO HOLD AN ART EXHIBITION IN YSUPOV PALACE. 

THE INSPECTION OP HIS WORKS IN LATE JUNE INCLUDED NOT 
ONLY THE OBLIGATORY MEMBER OP LENINGRAD'S CULTURAL 
DIRECTORATE, BUT ALSO THE HEAD OF THE LENINGRAD ARTISTS' 
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UNION, B.S. UGAROV. UGAROV, WHO IS REPUTED TO BE A 
REASONABLE MAN, DECIDED THAT OVCHINNIKOV'S PAINTINGS 
WERE JUST TOO EXPLICITLY POLITICAL. OVCHINNIKOV TOLD 
US THAT THE CULTURAL DIRECTORATE REPRESENTATIVE WAS 
AGHAST AT SOME OF HIS WORK BUT THAT UGAROV HAD A NUMBER 
OF COMPLIMENTARY THINGS TO SAY ABOUT THEIR QUALITY. UGAROV 
MADE IT PLAIN, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS NO HOPE FOR 
APPROVAL OF AN EXHIBITION BY REMARKING TO OVCHINNIKOV 
THAT, "A GOOD ARTIST MAKES A STATEMENT, BUT YOUR 
STATEMENT IS JUST TOO CLEAR.".NEUBERT 
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